
























ARE A MEETING 
There was enthusiasm from members in the major NY Area 
performance venues for revitalization of the NY Area. The 
newly elected chair Mitchell Sendrowitz is supported by a 

Federal Credit Union (a bene­diverse and 
fit available to all AGMAmotivated Area 
members) gave our mem­Committee. 
bers a rundown of conven­Reviewing local 
iences, improvementscontracts, out­
recently added to thereach to mem­
plan, and manybers, and BOG 
saving benefits. election advoca­

cy are already in 
the works Gerald Otte, Mitch Sendrowitz, Frances Ginsberg 

. counting ballots for NY local Area Committee seats. 

The meeting agenda included committee and area chair 
elections, and a national AGMA update by Alan S. Gordon, 
AGMA National Executive Director. Bruce Simon, AGMA 
General Counsel, shared some observations of the effects 
of 9/11 on AGMA companies and other unions represented 
by his firm. Mr. Simon also enumerated examples of the 

progress made by AGMA in the recent past. 

A representative of the Actors' 

The meeting ended with ~a~~~~!~~ 
~~9.§Hof coursetan_d a 5.! 

ive raffle for t~e benefit of the 
AGMA Relief Fund. Our 
members generously 
nished the raffle items 
great desserts. 

, I 

Sendrowitz at the New York 
area meeting. 

METROPOLITAN OPERA AUDITIONS 


Belinda Oswald, AGMA Board of Governors member, and 
Laura Fries, both of the Metropolitan Opera Regular 
Chorus, performed the monumental task of organizing vol­
unteers and 400 auditioners during the recent Metropolitan 
Opera chorus auditions held over a three-day period at the 
MET. 

For approximately ten years, Choristers have generously 
volunteered to be responsible for the mechanics of these 
logistically complicated proceedings to ensure maximum 
tranquility, comfort, and respect for our current and future 
AGMA members. AGMA membership representative 

Garrett Dodge was available during sign-in to help AGMA 
members check their status and instantly become members 
in good standing in order to audition in the AGMA-only por­
tion of the auditions. 

In addition to Belinda and Laura, Jean Braham, Rebecca 
Carvin, Deborah Cole, Lee Hamilton, Ellen Lang, David 
Lowe, Deborah Saverance, Dan Smith, John Smith, and 
Elaine Flynn Young were the members of a terrific team. 
Special thanks also to Mary Meyers and Dennis Williams, 
Chorus Delegates, who provided the AGMA presence dur­
ing the auditions. 

Above, from left to right: 5th Vice President Joseph Evans, W/B Area 
Representative Eleni Kallas, and Victor Benedetti, New York Area Board 
member. 

ASHI GTON I ',ALTIMOBE 
By Elen; Kallas, Washington/Baltimore Area Representative 

Over sixty members were in attendance at the Spring 
General Membership meeting on February 9, 2002, in 
Washington. A membership meeting also took place in 
Baltimore on February 3, 2002, with 30 members in atten­
dance there. Three members were elected to the W/B 
Executive Committee: Jeff Luke (dancer), Vickie Miller 
(singer) and Cathy Raymond (production staff). Petitions 
were circulated for National Board of Governors positions, 
and candidates addressed the membership. The 
Modifications to the Collective Bargaining Agreement for 
The Washington Opera's Japan tour were discussed and 
approved. An exciting time lies ahead for our AGMA artists 
traveling to Japan from August 1-18, 2002, where they will 

Continued on Page 15 
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